'278             Land, after a vast sea of words.
Dictionary published, his correspondence animated, his benevolence exercised.
'To THE REVEREND MR. THOMAS WARTON.
' DEAR SIR,
' I wrote to you some weeks ago, but believe did not direct accurately, and therefore know not whether you had my letter. I would, .likewise, write to your brother, but know not where to find .him. I now begin to see land, after having wandered, according to Mr. AVar-burton's phrase, in this vast sea of words. What reception I shall meet \vith on the shore, I know not ; whether the sound of bulls, and acclamations of the people, which Ariosto talks of in his last Canto1, or a general murmur of dislike, I know not: whether I shall find upon the coast a Calypso that will court, or a Polyphonic that will resist. But if Polypheme comes, have at his eye. I hope, however, the criticks will let me be at peace; for though I do not much fear their skill and strength, I am a little afraid of myself, and would not willingly feel so much ill-will in my bosom as literary quarrels are apt to excite.
'Mr. Baretti is about a work for which he is in great want of Cmcim-letii, which you may have again when you please.
'There is nothing considerable clone or doing among us here. We are not, perhaps, as innocent as villagers, but most of us seem to be as idle. I hope, however, you are busy; and should be glad to know what you are doing.
' I am, dearest Sir,
'Your humble servant,
'SAM. JOHNSON.' '[London] Feb. 4, 1755.'
To THE SAME. 1 'DEAR SIR,
' I received your letter this day, with great sense of the favour that has been done me2; for which I return my most sincere thanks : and entreat you to pay to Mr. Wise such returns as I ought to make for so much kindness so little deserved.
' I sent Mr. Wise the Lexicon, and afterwards wrote to him ; but know
1 ' Sento   venir  per allegrczza un     cording-   to   the   usual   form,   the
tuono                                        suffrages of the heads of Colleges ;
Quo fremer I'aria, e rimbombar     but was not yet finally grained by
fa I'ondc :                                  the University.    It was carried with-
Odo di squille,' &c.                         out a single dissentient voice.1 WAR-
Orlando Fnrioso, c. xlvi. s. 2.     TON. — UoawttLL. 3 ' His degree had now past, ac-
not. 390.
